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H.R. Exec. Doc. No. 207, 42nd Congress, 3rd Sess. (1873)
42n CoNGREss, } 
3d Session. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. { Ex.Doc. No. 207. 
NEGROES OF THE CHIOKASA W NATION. 
LETTER 
FROM 
THE SECRETARY OF . THE INTERIOR, 
TK\NSM:ITTING 
An act passed by the legislature of the Ohi.ckasaw Nation entitlecl "An act 
to aclopt the negroes of the Ohickasau· Nation," &c. 
FEBRT:ARY 13, 18i3.-Referred to the Committee on Freedmen's Affairs and ortlered to 
be printed. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE lN'rERIOR, 
Washington, D. V., February 10, 1873. 
Sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of a communication 
from the Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated the 4th instant, 
inclosing a communication to him from Douglas H. Cooper, of the 
Chickasaw Nation, dated the 23d ultimo, togPther with a letter addressed 
to the President of the United States, by Cyrus Hartis, governor of 
Raid nation, dated the lOth ultimo, transmitting an act of the Chicka-
saw legislature providing for tbe adoption of negroes in the Chickasaw 
country, referred to in the third article of the treaty with the Choctaws 
and Chickasaws, concluded April28, 18GG. (Statutes at Large, vol. 10, 
p. 76D.) 
A careful examination of these communications exhibits the fact that 
the third article of the treatv referred to remains unexecuted. Neither 
the Choctaws nor Chickasaws haYe made such rules and regulations as 
were contemplated in said article in regard to persons of African de-
scent residing in their respective nations, within two years after the 
ratification of the aforesaid treaty. The Choctaw Nation has never, at 
any time, attempted the execution of this treaty in regard to said per-
sons, aud what bas been done by the Chickasaw Nation was clone after 
the expiration of the two years in which their action "~as limited by the 
treaty aforesaid. 
Deeming it important that the proYisions of said treaty be carried 
out, I haYe respectfully to recommend that such legislation be had 
during the present session of Congress, if possible, as will extend the 
time in all respects for the execution of the proYisions of the third 
article of the treaty before referred to, for the term of two years from the 
1st day of J u1y, 1873. 
Very respectfully, your obedient Ren·ant, 
Ron. J.As. G. BLAINE, 
C. DELA~O, 
Secretary. 
Speaker U. S. Hmtse of Re1Jresentatit~es, 1rashington, D. C. 
2 NEGROES OP THE CHICKASAW NATION. 
DEP ART::.\IENT OF ~L'HE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIR~, 
TVashington, D. 0., Febntary 4, 1873. 
SIR: I haYe the honor to submit herewith a communication from 
Douglas H. Cooper, of the Chickasaw Nation, dated the 23d ultimo, 
together with a letter addressed to the President, by Cyrus Harris, gov-
ernor of said nation, dated the lOth ultimo, transmitting an act of the 
Chickasaw legislature providing for the adoption of the negroes in the 
Chickasaw country, referred to in the third article of the treaty con-
eluded with the Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians April 28, 1866. (Stat-
utes at Large, vo1. 14, p. 769.) 
In ·dew of the expiration of the term of two years from the ratifica-
tion of the treaty, within which it is stipulated that the Jaws, rules, and 
regulations referred to in the third article of the treaty aforesaid, shall 
be made by the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, and believing it to be 
for the best interests of the Indians, as well as of the negroes, that the 
latter should remain where they now are, and that the money referred 
to in said article should be paid to said nations, I respectfully recom-
mend that Congress be asked to provide by legislation that the li~Xi.t to 
the time mentioned in said third article be extended three years from 
the 1st of July, 1873, or until July 2, 1876. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. R. CLUM, 
Acting Commissioner. 
The Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 
vVASHIXGTO~, D. c., Jantta1'Y 25, 1873. 
SIR : I have the honor herewith to hand you a letter from Cyrus Harris, governor 
of the Chickasaw Nation, dated at the executive office, Tishomingo, Chickasaw Nation, 
January 10, 1873, and directed to the President of the United States, inclosing an act 
of the legislature of the Chickasaw Nation, approved on the date of said letter, entitled 
"An act to adopt the negroes of the Chickasaw Nation," &c., and requesting "that 
the President will transmit the same to Congress for such action as that honorable 
body may deem proper;" and I respectfully request that you will transmit the said 
letter and act to the President, through the honora1le Secretary of the Interior, at 
your earliest convenience. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
DOUGLAS H. COOPER, 
Ron. H. R. CLUM, 
Of the Chickasaw Nation. 
Acting Commissioner, O.ffice of Indian ""'Jjfairs, Department of the Interior. 
EXECUTIYE OFI?ICE, 
Tishomingo City, Chickasaw .Nation, Janum·y 10, 1873. 
SIR: I have the houor to inclose a copy of an act passed by the legislature of the 
Chickasaw Nation, and approved this day, entitled ''An act to adopt the negroes of 
the Chickasaw Nation," &c., and respectfully request that you will transmit the same 
to the Congress of the United States for such action as that honorable body may deem 
proper at the earliest day possible. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
CYRUS HARRIS, 
Govenw1· of the Chickasaw Nation of Indians. 
The PRESIDKXT of the United States, 
Washington, D. C. 
NEGROES OJ<' THE CHICKASAW ... TATIO~ ~ . 
.A.N .A.CT to adopt the negroes of the Chickasaw Nation, &e. 
SECTIO~ 1. Be it enactecl by the legislatnte of the Chickasaw Nation, That all the negroes 
belonging to Chickasaws at the time of the adoption of the treaty of :Fort Smith, and 
living in the Chickasaw Nation at the date thereof, and their descendants, are hereby 
declared to be adopted in conformity with the third article of the treaty of 1866, be-
tween the Choctaws, Chickasaws, and the United States: Provided, however, That the 
proportional part of the $300,080 specified in article third of the said treaty, with the 
accrued interest thereon, shall be paid to the Chickasaw Nation for its sole use and 
benefit: And p1·ot•idecl fn1·the1·, The said adopted negroes of the Chickasaw Nation shall 
not participate in any part of the said proportionalllart of the said $300,000, nor be 
entitled to any benefit from the principal and interest on our invested funds or claims 
arising therefrom, nor to any part of our common. domain, or the profits arising there-
from, (except the forty acres per capita provided for in the third article of the treaty of 
1866,) nor to any privileges or rights not authorized by treaty stipulations : And pro-
rided fm·tlwr, That the said adopted negroes, upon the approval of this act, shall l1o 
subject to the jurisdiction and laws of the Chickasaw Nation, and to trial and punish-
ment for offenses against them in every case just as if the said negroes were Chicka-
saws. 
SEc. 2 . .And be it further enact eel, That this act shall ue in full force ::mel effect from and 
after its approval by the proper authority of the United States. And all laws, or parts 
of laws, in conflict with this act, are hereby repealed. 
Approved January 10, 18i3. 
Attest: 
\Y. H. BOUHLAND, 
CYRUS HARRIS, 
Goeenwr. 
Kational Secretctry, Chickasaw Xcttion. 
I do hereby certify that the above copy is a true and a.uthenticated copy from the 
original now on file in my office this January 10, 1873. 
0 
\V. H. BOURLAND, 
National Sccretm·y, Chickasaw Nation. 
